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Welcome Back PDQ Owners! 
Someone wiser than I once sa id Never Volunteer .  But there is 
noth ing like fresh blood to get th ings back to life in an organiza t ion .  
Bonnie and I purchased a PDQ 36 in August , thanks to the PDQ 
Forum.  To return the kindness, advice and assistance from the PDQ 
Forum, we have volun teered to do the edit ing for the forum 
newslet ter .  As we understand it , th is is the fir st newslet ter to go out 
since 2005.  Hopefu lly th is will be the sta r t of a long run of in terest ing 
in format ion and shar ing of grea t adventures for us a ll.  If you have 
anyth ing to cont r ibu te for fu ture edit ions, please email them to us a t 
eric@epstein.bz.  Hope you en joy th is issue 

 

Eric and Bonnie s/ v 

Desert Star (PDQ 36 hull 49)  

 

Entrance light to Baltimore  

Operation Bahamas Project  
Opera t ion Bahamas Project is a Seven Seas 

Cru ising Associa t ion Humanita r ian project whose 
purpose is to take school supplies and teach ing 
a ides to the Out Islands of the Bahamas.  This 
win ter we a re in need of 30+ boa ts to take 
supplies to the Bahamas. The boxes a re small 
approximately (11 L X 9 W X 7 D) and can 
easily be t ransfer red to a dinghy.  They a re pre-
addressed to each school pr incipa l.  We plan to 
deliver supplies to Stan iel Cay, Black Poin t , Lit t le 
Farmers, Georgetown and Ragged Island.    Boa ts 
may pick up boxes a t the Vero Beach Municipa l 
Mar ina and in Punta Gorda , F lor ida .  Anyone 
in terest in helping can e-mail Bruce Conklin a t 
goldconk@yahoo.com.  Boa ts can let us know what 
island(s) they would like to deliver to and where 
they would like to pick up the boxes. Many thanks 

for your help.  
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Don t Sw e at th e Sm all Stu ff - S/V Magic Dragon s J ou rn e y Hom e 
By AM Barbati 
Richard Car lson s book Don t Sweat the Small Stuff compares typica l main tenance chores a round 
the house to keeping up San Francisco s Golden Gate Br idge:  By the t ime you have gone from one 
end to the other , it is t ime to begin aga in .  Yacht main tenance is no differen t , and as some of us 
have rea lized to our chagr in , used boa ts often have impor tan t main tenance issues defer red while 
owners seek a buyer.    

Such is the stuff of good stories.  We wanted to 
buy our dreamboat in 2001, bu t when we 
weren t able to sell our house to fund the 
purchase, we just cou ldn t just ify it in ligh t of 
our daughter s pending h igh school gradua t ion 
and the subsequent demands of her college 
tu it ion .  The owner found another buyer , ou r 
dream got postponed, and life went on .  We 
made do with sa iling our 27 Sta rwind ou t of 
EYC in Cleveland Ohio, un t il even th is 
expense couldn t be ra t iona lized compared to 
the amount of t ime we spent sa iling, and our 
mono-hull was sold.   

Fast-forward to 2008, with youngest daughter 
marr ied off, gradua ted and self-sufficient.  

Dreams never die, and while playing a t computer sea rches, our or igina l dreamboat was 
rediscovered, for sa le aga in , in Or ien ta l, NC.  The second owner s wife was killed in an acciden t , and 
he d lost h is joy in sa iling a long with her .  The boa t hadn t seen much use for years.  We scheduled a 
t r ip to visit her , bu t had to postpone due to frozen pipes and water damage in one of our proper t ies.  
When the broker in formed us he had another buyer , we postponed the dream aga in .  Then tha t 
buyer backed ou t of the sa le a fter h is survey.  We discovered la ter tha t the buyer had reduced h is 
price by 40% during the yearlong listing.    

Eager to fu lfill our dream, we in terpreted the fa ilu re of the fir st sa le, not as a cau t ionary sign , bu t 
as a message from the un iverse tha t th is boa t had a lways been meant for us.  After reading the 
survey we drove from Ohio to Nor th Carolina to view the boa t and closed the sa le a fter a one-hour 
test dr ive.  We ordered her delivered to the nearest ya rd to address the deficiencies h igh ligh ted by 
the surveyor while we waited 60 days for the work to be completed.  

We a r r ived in Or ien ta l J u ly 1, and began to provision for the long t r ip home, t rust ing tha t the yard 
had iden t ified any and a ll crucia l issues tha t might a ffect our journey home.  Severa l thorny issues 
had developed but in the flurry of activity prior to our departure on the holiday weekend, we did not 
insist on a shakedown cru ise pr ior to our payment to the yard.  In h indsigh t , doing th is might have 
prevented a few grand adventures bu t it would a lso have made the story of our homebound journey 
far less interesting.  Postponed maintenance is inevitably linked to higher costs down the road.  

Some deficiencies weren t sa fety issues - sta rboard engine hour meter did not register , and the fuel 
gauge didn t work.  The cont rol panel for the inver ter / charger was replaced pr ior to depar ture, bu t 
didn t work un t il we got home, despite the work completed by the fir st ya rd and differen t diagnoses 
and pa id repa ir bills a long the way (bad a lterna tor repa ired and re-insta lled, incor rect wir ing 
cor rected, and fina lly a lterna tor replaced en t irely).  This required a dock stop every other day to 
recharge batteries so the refrigerator and freezer would work.   

 

Magic Dragon out of the water

 



PDQ Newsletter  Fourth Quarter 2008 

3  

Some were crucia l sa fety issues - the sa il loft r igged the reefing system incorrect ly when the main 
sa il was removed and repa ired, so it cou ldn t be used.  When the anchor windlass tha t had 
supposedly been serviced froze dur ing the fir st week, we discovered bolt s cor roded in place.  The 
survey sta ted the propellers had some play, so the yard was directed to remove and service them.  
But the ya rd not ified us the props were fine so we accepted th is eva lua t ion , bu t then lost a prop as 
we a r r ived in Cape May, NJ .  F igur ing there was lit t le chance of losing two props, we made the t r ip 
up to NYC on one engine and had them worked on a t Liber ty Mar ina while we were there.  If you re 
going to be stranded, what better place?  

Some other issues developed a long the way 

 

bending the rudder post by running over a 
submerged log in the Er ie Cana l dicta ted an 
unscheduled stop a t Riverside Mar ina in Rome 
NY.  Sam was kind enough to hau l us up using 
h is back hoe, and st ra igh tened the post using 
h is lift t ruck and a huge fron t end loader .  All 
the slosh ing a round loosened the stu ff in the 
fuel tank enough to require another 
unscheduled stop a t Ess-Kay Yards to change 
fuel filters (twice!) and polish fuel.     

As our journey home cont inued, we iden t ified 
the kind of addit iona l deficiencies tha t on ly 
long journeys or regula r use can br ing to ligh t .  
Fur ther , ou r exper iences a long the way added 
our own dings and den t s to the character of our 
vessel.  We work as we can to pr ior it ize and 
address these main tenance issues as t ime and 
funds a llow.  It doesn t rea lly mat ter whether 
your vessel is new and just beginn ing her 
journey, or simply new to you and beginn ing to 
need a t ten t ion in order to cont inue a journey.  
The poin t is th is:  most t r ips a re not about the 
dest ina t ion , bu t the journey.  And isn t 
main ta in ing wha t s good (rela t ionships, houses, 
ca rs & boa ts) a crucia l pa r t of our journey 
th rough life?  In the end, we both decided not to swea t the small stu ff.  After a ll is sa id and done, 
our dream boa t is no longer just a dream, she s rea l! ( 
Editor s N ote: To read about the en t ire t r ip of Hull #54, 1996 PDQ MRK LRC th is summer , check 

out www.magicdragonpdq.com.   

  

Wild Ride on the Chesapeake 
By Eric Epstein 
One Sa turday in October the Chesapeake Bay was exper iencing a st rong souther ly wind with ra in 
showers. Ga le warn ings were issued. At the t ime I decided it was a good day to see what our new 
PDQ 36 cou ld do in h igh winds.  The winds were reasonable - susta ined 22 knot s with gust s to 27. 
We set out with a single reef in the main and about 1/2 of the jenny unfurled.  

 

Magic Dragon being lifted to repair a bent rudder

 

http://www.magicdragonpdq.com
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When we got out in the open Bay, the only boats out there were a group of Navy 44s under t r iple 
reefed mains and no head sai led. On the VHF I heard the Coast guard handl ing three dist ress cal ls 
between Baltimore and Annapolis.  

I probably should have turned back, but wi th apparent wind in the high 30s and speed over ground 
consistently at 9 knots or above, I was loving it. (Keep in mind I've been sailing for about 38 years.)  

We got about midway between Thomas Point and Kent I sland, and after a run of 10.3 kts for a few 
minutes, we decided to head back. A large cel l was coming through and the rain was get t ing 
stronger, with increasing wind gusts over 50 kts at about 60 degrees apparent.  

I chose to jibe with the high sea state. The waves seemed l ike they were 6-8 feet out there. The jibe 
went fine, until I was tightening up the jenny. The 12 year old sails had some sun damage along the 
leach and recent ly had a Sunbrel la sun cover sewn on. The sai l tore along the st i tching where the 
Sunbrella was sewn to the sail.  

We worked to fur l the remains in so the l ines and sai l fragments would not slap. The sai l 
deter iorated into shreds rapidly. Al l this took place in only a minute or so. The boat was back up to 
7 kts on reefed main alone. A very st rong gust hi t us (I did not look to see the speed), and we were 
now close hauled. I looked up at the main to determine i f I needed to spi l l more air , and saw a r ip 
star t ing about midway up along the leach. As fast as I could say Oh crap, there goes the main , the 
main shredded hor izontal ly along each bat ten and ver t ical ly along the leach. I t came apar t almost 
like a hammer hitting glass. Parts of the sail went flying out into the water.  

The rain and wind were st i l l very high for the 
next few minutes, but not as high as that gust . 
The one t ime I glanced at the wind indicator , 
we had 48 kts of 50 degrees apparent wind.  

I lowered the outboards and star ted them up. 
Then released the main halyard to reduce the 
main slapping. The fiberglass bat tens had 
sl iced their way through the lazy jacks and the 
main was blowing out to the starboard side.  

Bonnie took the helm and I got the main into 
the stack pack and t ied i t up. We motored back 
towards Thomas Point Park with the wind 
steady in the mid 40 kt range from 30 degrees 
apparent.  

The seas were wi ld. I have only a few t imes 
been in such swel ls, and that was off the 

Jersey shore. The bow took water completely cover ing t rampol ine a few t imes. But al l in al l , she 
rode the waves quite wel l . Near ing Fishing Creek, we could not head up into some of the swel ls as 
there were crab pots on both sides of us, thus were forced to take the swel ls broadside. One swel l 
broke right under us, dragging the PDQ to starboard l ike a l ight weight Beach Cat . That s about the 
only point I had felt somewhat apprehensive.  

The last por t ion of the adventure was catching the moor ing bal l with winds steady at 22 kts in the 
creek. The painter on the mooring pendant, which had a small retrieval float attached, parted under 


