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NEWSLETTER  F IRST  QUARTER  2010 

 

Happy Spring ! 
The winter of 2010 is over, and the winds, 

cold and snow on the east coast that 

reminded us  of the good fortune we had in  

string of very mild winters have ended for the 

year. 

 

The photo to the left is of the winter of 1976 -

77 which was the last year the Chesapeake 

Bay experienced a major ice build -up. 

 

The Spring weather can be a fickle foe.  

Warming you one day and freezing you the 

next.  

 

We wish everyone f air winds and followi ng 

seas for the Spring of 2010. 

 

ð Eric and Bonnie s/v Desert Star (PDQ 36 

hull 49)    

 

Ainõt Technology Grand?  
Weõve come a long way in communications technologies for boats.  These days the buzz is all about 

iPhone Apps and WiFi.  Advances in AIS, broad band radar, instrument interoperability, and touch 

screen waterproof computers clog the sailing magazines.  In what a lmost seemed like a joke about 

teenagers, j ust seven days after leaving Marina del Rey in a bid to become the youngest solo 

circumnavig ator , Abby Sunderland announced that  she's bound for Cabo San Lucas  as the charging 

system aboard her Open 40 Wild Eyes  isn't keeping up with her power needs  and she needed 

technical support .  Two wind generators, five solar panels and two alternators can't ke ep up with 

her energy usage? Is this girl emailing and watching movies all day? That's a silly question ñ she is 

16, after all.    Just to show that we PDQ owners can keep up with technology ð there is now a PDQ 

owners group oné you guessed ité   
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Carrying On With The New Technology Theme  
In the last issue I mentioned the  idea of linking to Blogs and such from the Newsletter.  In this 

issue I am giving it a wholehearted try.  

 

I have provided summaries of stories and a photo or two, that link to the originating Blog or online 

story.  Just ôclickõ on the link to get to the full story.  The format follows the hyper -text format of 

many sailing newsletters such as www.latitude38.com  and www.cruisingcompass.com , to name just 

a couple.  

 

Please let me know if you like the format by posting on the PDQ Forum or emailing me .   

 

Bahamas Bound  
We awoke to rocky docks so as soon as we had done 

some internet and gone to the grocery store, we 

untied and took o ff for the other side of the harbor. 

We anchored in the shallows at Hamburger beach. 

This is another sandy beach so Larry stayed on the 

boat while Tom and I got the dinghy going to shore. 

We climbed over the island to the open ocean and 

walked the beach fo r a little, then back to the 

Peace and Plenty shack where a gal and her son 

cooked hamburgers for us. Tom had to try the 

Gombay Smash and we both decided it was quite 

good, just a little heavy on the liquor. Back at the 

boat, Larry had his hamburger. We de cided this 

spot had gotten a little rocky here too so pulled the 

anchor and head around to February Point where it was nice and calm. Tom and Larry napped for a 

little and I got dinner going, a pot roast. That turned out tasty per usual, thanks to Diane on  Fitzcat 

for the original recipe .  We found a h ockey game before everyone headed for bedé  Such is another 

day in the adventures of leadfree01.blogspot.com.  

 

Basket Weaving Update  
Diane created her first two baskets.  The first basket is very 

small and holds some of the sea glass found on the beach.  The 

second one is in under construction and is planned to be a bread 

basket.  Hours are spent on creating baskets that take a life of 

their own while under co nstruction.  

 

You can follow the adventures of Duetto and the great photos of 

all of their adventures on their Blog at 

duettocruising.blogspot.com .   

 

Mas Brillante?  
I've been thinking of trying to find  a more glossy 

varnish than the Extra Matte I've been using. To the 

left is a piece just varnished and to the right is one that 

has dried. I like the shinier finish. I varnished a little 

spot on one board (that'll be under the step) with the 

exterior gloss y varnish I've used on the cockpit table, 

http://www.latitude38.com/
http://www.cruisingcompass.com/
mailto:eric@epstein.bz
http://leadfree01.blogspot.com/
http://duettocruising.blogspot.com/
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but it comes out a bit too glossy. I think I'll float into town tomorrow and take a look at Home 

Center.  

 

The sub floor in the galley is all done, painted and screwed down. I haven't screwed the top flooring 

down because I think I want to hit it with a coat of varnish (properly prepped) and I don't think I 

want the Extra Matte finish .  See more photos of the cabin sole project , and the rest of Pam and 

Richardõs Travels at tisha -baby.blogspot.com.   

 

Seven Sins I Will NOT commit This Spring  
 

1. Wax-on/Wax off 

2. Scraping Bottom Paint 

3. Draining Fuel and Carburetors / Refilling in the Spring 

4. Projects Requiring Epoxy... 

5. Varnishing Exterior Wood 

6. Scrubbing 

 

To read about all of the details of Drewôs epiphany, check out Sail-

delmarva.blogspot.com.  

 

Teamwork vs. The Tornado  
And the winner is ....the tornado!!  

 

After a week or so travelling thru the Berry Islands without TV or friends, 

we crossed over to our present location, the Grand Bahamas Yacht Club in 

Freeport, knowing some of the other members of our Abaco Yacht Club 

were here as well.   

 

Yesterday, we awoke to rain, rain, & more rain, thunder & lightening. We 

lingered over a late breakfast and enjoyed once again watching the news 

on TV and catching up on e -mails. Suddenly we experienced a shuddering 

of the whole boat, like a giant hand had reached out & given us a shake. It 

was over almost before it began, but Rog was sure it had something to do 

with our bimini top...the one we 'used' to have.  

 

"Stay here", he said as he sped out the door...yea right, like THAT'S going 

to happen!! I man aged to quickly get my rain coat on, zipped & I was out 

the door on his heels. What greeted me was unthinkable. We are with 9 

other boats from our Abaco Yacht Club group, 3 other new friends, plus 

another dozen or so we don't know who are on different fing er docks. We 

club members are all together on one large finger dock. Some folks were standing like me with 

mouths gaping, assessing the damages. Others were already in recovery mode. This was no ordinary 

rain storm. We had just experienced a tornado, or ra in spout, whatever you want to call it, it was 

less than 10 seconds of madness. Not one boat survived without damage and not one bimini top 

remained. One member clocked the winds at 78mph before losing  his anemometer  into the water, or 

somewhereé Teamwork vs. The Tornado   

 

 Visit the PDQ Forum for current conversations on all matters relating to  

PDQ and Antar es sail and power catamarans at www.pdqforum.com  

 

http://tisha-baby.blogspot.com/2010/01/mas-brillante.html
http://sail-delmarva.blogspot.com/2010/03/seven-sins-i-will-not-commit-this.html
http://sail-delmarva.blogspot.com/2010/03/seven-sins-i-will-not-commit-this.html
http://whereintheworldarethecomers.blogspot.com/
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Spring H as Sprung  
Although Mother Nature may just be messing with us (itõs 

been known to happen) we are working under the 

assumption that spring is here. As such we ar ranged to have 

the shrink wrap removed from our boat on Wednesday 

morning. Iõm pretty sure we are the first boat in our marina 

to do so. You can see several still -covered boats in the 

background of the lower photo. Having the tarp off will allow 

us to begin working on our to -do-list in earnest!  

 

Editorõs Note:  Mike and Rebecca are new to cruising and 

have been very busy getting ready to move aboard their PDQ 32.  They have posted over a hundred 

Blog entries since buying their PDQ.  Their site www.zerotocruising.com  is well worth the time to 

read.  They have discussed more intricacies of boat ownership in one winter than I have talked about 

at a hundred yacht club parties , while consuming untold quantities of ru m.  

 

Record Snow Fall  
 

21"+ of snow in two days.  Digging out is no fun, but 

the snow was great to watch.  We made a trek to the 

boats to check them out.  The catamaran sure 

accumulated a lot of snow.  We shoveled a ton of 

snow off of the boat. I was worried about the weight. 

 

We have yet to cover the boat.  I am a bit behind 

schedule.  I have been looking at the other Blogs from 

the Caribbean and am very jealous. 

 

For more on Desert Starõs dreary winter on òthe 

hardó, go to: desertstarpdq36.blogspot.com   

 

 

  

http://www.zerotocruising.com/
http://desertstarpdq36.blogspot.com/
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Web Links  
Continuing  the experiment with the  new newsletter  format, I added a links page with embedded 

URLs to lots of popular sites.   

 

If you have links youõd like to add, just let me know.  

 

Hurricane and Weather Tracking  

Hurricane Tracker Live  Webcam 

GOES SAT PHOTO  

Nat Hurricane Center  

Tidesonline  (NOAA)  

Tidesonline  

NOAA News & Hi -Res Images 

Storm Surge/Tide Tracking  

Ocean Prediction Center  

NOAA Hourly Wind and Wave  

Weather.Org -Marine Weather  

US Naval Observatory  

Naval Portal Weather  

Gridded Binary Weather Files  

Weather Fax schedules  (pdf) 

Notice to Marine rs (US Waters)  

ICW Guide  

Cape Lookout, NC  

Regional Weather Data for Annapolis  

USNA (NOAA)  

USNA (Weatherbug)  

Thomas Pt. - Real time  

Wind Forecast  

Mid Bay Buoy  

Annapolis - NOAA  

Chesapeake Light  (Mouth of Bay)  

Chesapeake Bay NOAA Text  

Tide Levels  - Annapolis  

Tide/Current  Thomas Point  

Annapolis - WC 

Annapolis - WU  

Intellicast Annapolis   

Regional Weather Data for Central Florida   

Central Florida - Weather Channel  

Central Florida - Weather Un derground  

 

http://www.hurricanetrack.com/webcam/
http://www.goes.noaa.gov/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.tidesonline.nos.noaa.gov/monitor.html
http://www.tidesonline.com/
http://www.noaa.org/
http://tidesonline.nos.noaa.gov/
http://www.opc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.org/marine_weather.htm
http://www.usno.navy.mil/
http://weather.navy.mil/home1.html
http://www.grib.us/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/rfax.pdf
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm
http://www.icw-net.com/
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=CLKN7
http://weather.noaa.gov/weather/current/KNAK.html
http://weather.weatherbug.com/MD/Annapolis-weather.html?zcode=z6286&stat=ANNPS
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml?$station=tplm2
http://www.co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/CBOFS/wind_forecast.shtml
http://www.cbos.org/client.cgi?station=MB&sensor=TEMP&action=summary&twindow=WEEK&dlMethod=csv&dateF
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?CityName=Annapolis&state=MD&site=LWX&textField1=38.9716&textField2=-76.503
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=CHLV2
http://weather.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/fmtbltn.pl?file=forecasts/marine/coastal/an/anz532.txt
http://tidesonline.nos.noaa.gov/plotcomp.shtml?station_info=8575512+Annapolis,+MD
http://tbone.biol.sc.edu/tide/tideshow.cgi?site=Thomas+Point+Shoal+Light%2C+Maryland&units=f
http://www.weather.com/weather/local/21403
http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=annapolis.+md
http://www.intellicast.com/Local/Weather.aspx?location=USMD0010
http://www.weather.com/weather/local/34785?lswe=34785&lwsa=WeatherLocalUndeclared&from=searchbox
http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=34785
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Webcams  

Annapolis City Dock Webcam  

Inner Harbor Baltimore  

Ocean City, MD  

Navy Elementary Herndon, VA  

Hutchison Elementary, Herndon  

Annapolis Camera  

Niagara Falls Camera  

Panama Canal  

 

Online Retailers  

Defender.com 

Dixon Marine Products   

Downwind Marine   

Hamilton Marine  

Imtra   

Marten Spars   

Northwest River Supplies   

Seachoice Products  

Southern Spars NZ   

Ward's Marine Electric,Inc   

Weaver Marine   

West Marine   

Wilcox Marine Sup ply   

 

iPhone, iTouch and iPad Apps  
Somewhere in the million plus applications available at the Apple App store are many sailing and 

boating programs.  Here is a list of common favorites for boaters.  

 

Google Earth ï I found may boat!  

BouyData ï Relays bouy data for winds, weather, etc. 

Navonics ï Rated the best charting software on the iPhone 

TideGraphs ï Tide prediction (not actual tides based on runoff, etc.) 

Nautical Glossary ï Cute quick reference on nautical terms 

AnchorAlarm  ï Works as long as the GPS in the iPhone works 

WindGuru  ï Good wind graphs 

Wind Alert  ï Great wind alarms 

Boaters Pocket Reference ï Digital version of the book.  

Sailing Log ï A nice sailing log tool, but no import or fast entry feature 

Distant Suns ï One of the many astronomy references. 

 

I plan to get an iPad just to test how these Apps work on it.  Ahh, the sacrifices once must make...  

 

 

 

 

Vi sit the PDQ Forum for current conversations on all matters relating to  

PDQ and Antares sail and power catamarans at www.pdqforum.com  

 

http://www.kintehaley.org/memorialwebcam.html
http://www.instacam.com/showcam.asp?id=KDMH&size=L
http://www.instacam.com/showcam.asp?id=OCPPH&size=L
http://www.instacam.com/showcam.asp?id=FRFXN&size=L
http://www.instacam.com/showcam.asp?id=HRHES&size=L
http://www.aws.com/camera.asp?id=ANNPS
http://www.niagaraparks.com/webcam/webcam.php
http://www.pancanal.com/eng/photo/camera-java.html
http://www.defender.com/
http://www.ubd-online.co.nz/dixonnb/
http://www.downwindmarine.com/
http://www.hamiltonmarine.com/
http://www.imtra.com/
http://www.marten-spars.co.nz/
http://www.nrsweb.com/
http://www.seachoice.com/
http://www.southernspars.com/
http://www.wardsmarine.com/

